When less means more. By combining under one Medicare provider number, some hospitals can reap bigger disproportionate-share supplements.
Navigating the byzantine rules governing disproportionate-share supplements presents hospitals with a special challenge. But some have discovered a little-known secret: By combining two or more hospitals under a single Medicare provider number, some can increase their level of reimbursement. "We had to do something to stem the losses that were occurring in both institutions at that time," says Bob Reh, left.